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BY ERIC PULSIFER 


After mistakenly failing 
nearly 4,100 students planning 
to become teachers, the makers 
of the widely used Praxis Exam 
are facing lawsuits from all 
over the country. 

A mistake by the. Educa- 
tional Testing Service (ETS) in 
the grading process led to 
thousands of teaching candi- 
dates in 19 states being inaccu- 
rately told they failed the exam. 
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Exam is the final test in a series 
Pilot Previ of three required for students 
aspiring to become educators. 

= --seeseepg S| Those who fail are. denied 


teaching certificates. 

Dr. David Gustavson, dean 
of the College of Education and 
Human Development, said that 
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“Mistakes like this happen. The positive 
here is that (they) realized the error and 
are doing whatever they can to fix the 


problem.” 


-Dr. David Gustavson 
dean, College of EHD 


although the errors in grading 
may cause students to have less 
confidence in the system, to his 
knowledge, this is the first time 
this has ever happened. 
“Louisiana has been re- 
quiring [a version] of this test 
since 1978, and this is the first 
situation I'm aware ot,” he said. 
The problems occurred in 
the scoring of nine administra- 
tions of the test between Janu- 
ary 2003 and April 2004, a test 


over 40,000 teaching candidates 
participated in. The ETS ac- 
knowledged the mistake in 
July and now faces 13 class ac- 
tion lawsuits filed by teachers 
who received failing grades. 
Though the ETS corrected 
the scores within a matter of 
months, Gustavson said the er- 
rors may have cost some peo- 
ple valuable job opportunities. 
“Most students apply in 
spring and look for employ- 


PRAXIS test errors spark controversy 


ment in fall,” he said. “By the 
time the situation was rectified, 
the job search would be over.” 

The education department 
said one student at LSUS was 
affected by the errors. The stu- 
dent, who was unnamed, was 
able to get his degree posted for 
spring 2004 after corrections 
were made to his Praxis Exam. 

“Mistakes like this hap- 
pen,” said Gustavson. “The 
positive here is that ETS real- 
ized the error and are doing 
whatever they can to fix the 
problem.” 

A statement on the compa- 
ny’s Web site reads, “We know 
teacher candidates and states 
use this test as part of their cer- 
tification process and we have 
taken steps to ensure that a 
similar situation doesn't arise 


in the future.” 


Job outlook positive 
for December grads 
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BY JAMIE GILMORE 


Fall graduation is less than 
a month away, and seniors 
may be falling behind in the 
job-seeking process. Students 
should have started their job 
search six months before grad- 
uation in order to find a job by 
Dec. 15. 

There is, however, good 
news for students graduating 
in December. The job market 
for college graduates seems to 
be improving after a few years 
of cutbacks in many areas, 
which previously meant fewer 
jobs for those with a bachelor’s 
degree or higher. 


the outlook for college gradu- 
ates is looking better than it 


has in previous years, 

Students who have not 
started job searches and expect 
to find a job by graduation 
may be in for a surprise. While 
the job market is looking good, 
the number of jobs and candi- 
dates is not parallel. A student 
cannot expect just to open a 
newspaper and find their 
dream job. 

According to Brian Hirsch, 
LSUS Career Center director, 
most jobs are not found on the 
Web or in the local classifieds 
but rather through network- 
ing—what he says is the key to 
a successful job search. 


See JOBS PAGE 4 
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Corrections 


No corrections this week. 


Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this publication by no means reflects 
the opinions of the administration or staff of LSUS, The Almagest seeks to 
provide information for the LSUS campus and community; to involve 
students, faculty and staff; and to provide a public forum for ideas as 
guaranteed in the First Amendment of the Constitution. Letters to the 
Editor are encouraged. However, the staff reserves the right to edit let- 
ters for clarity, length, and content. Any letter submitted by a dub or or- 
ganization must be signed by all members of the group or by the group’s 
president. The Almagest reserves the right not to publish submitted mate- 
rials. 


The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by the Natchitoches 
Times. 

Comments and complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Candice Leone, 
Editor-in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your full name and e-mail address, 
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TO THE 


DITOR 


To the Editor: 


I must respectfully 
take issue with Eric Pul- 
sifer’s editorial in the Nov. 
11 issue entitled, “ ‘Con- 
servative’ doesn’t always 
mean ‘Christian.’ “ First, 
let me state that I agree 
that neither Bush nor Ker- 

is totally good for 

hristianity. I also agree 
that not all conservatives 
are Christians. However, 
some of the arguments he 
makes in the editorial are 
questionable. 

First, he asks rhetori- 
cally when Kerry became 
a heretic. Heretic. or no, he 
at least seems disinge- 
nious on the issue of abor- 
tion. For example, when 
asked in the second presi- 
dential debate if he would 
fund abortions with tax 
dollars, he answered to 
this effect: If women can- 
not afford their Constitu- 
tional rights, then the 
government must afford 
those rights (i.e., with tax 
dollars). 

Where does the Con- 
stitution Brant the right to 
abortion? When the 13 
colonies decided to secede 
from Britain, Jefferson 
wrote in the Declaration 
of Independence that “a 
decent Respect to the 
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C'MON! WE GOTTA 
GET 70 MY PARENTS’ 
PLACE FOR THANKS- 
GIVING DINNER 
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CAN WATCH THE GAME 


The Almagest 


The Almagest requests your reactions through letters to the editor. Letters should be typed 
and double spaced. Please include your classification and major. Letters should be submit- 
ted to the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the Thursday publi- 
cation date. Obscene, libelous and anonymous letters will not be printed. 


Opinions of Mankind re- 
Hee that they. should 

eclare the causes which 
impel them to the Separa- 
tion.” Is it not a presi- 
dent's duty, then, to show 
“Respect for the Opinions 
of Mankind” by declaring 
where a right so contro- 
versial and morally signif- 
icant is to be found in the 
Constitution? Especially 
since, as a Catholic, he 
supposedly believes abor- 
tion violates a natural 
Se to life (a right which 
Jefferson claimed should 
be secured by govern- 
ment)? 

If this is not enough, 
Kerry gave a speech to 
NARAL in which he said 
(concerning his stance on 
abortion), “We need to 
honestly and confidently 
and candidly take this is- 
sue out to the country and 
we need to speak up and 
be proud of what we 
stand for.” 

Why would a Catholic 
proudly swear (ona Bible, 
no less) to subsidize abor- 
tions when Catholicism 
condemns abortion on de- 
mand? 

Pulsifer asks, “Is 
health care for all, even 
those who can’t afford it, 
against the teaching of the 
Bible?” No, but again, 
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where in Article I, Section 
8, is such a power delegat- 
ed to Congress? Yes, the 
Bible does command 
Christians to care for the 
poor, but it also says that 
we should give “not 
grudgingly, or of necessi- 
ty: for God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver.” In a 
government health care 

rogram, all people, not 
just Christians, are com- 
pelled to give “of necessi- 


According to Pulsifer, 
Bush is un-Christian be- 
cause he executed crimi- 
nals rather than 
“forgiving” them. But 
where does the Bible 
speak of forgiveness with- 
out repentance? Pulsifer 
quotes Jesus’ statement, 
“That is without sin 
among you, let him first 
cast a stone at her.” Yet 
even in that passage we 
are told that Jesus said to 
the woman, “Go, and sin 

Besides, by Pulsifer’s 
standard of poluiineneee, 
no punishment could be 


imposed, and govern- 
ment would be impotent. 
Salt ate) 

Joshua Scott 


Freshman, political science 


girlsandsports.com \_ 


s 


4 


Altnagest 


Thursday, November 18,2004 3 


Graduates must meet ouidelines 
to qualify for, receive diploma 


BY LORI RUSSELL 


For some LSUS students, 
graduation is right around the 
corner. However, there are 
some things potential grads 
must do before they can cross 
the stage and receive their 
diplomas. These things are 
called a graduation checkout. 
The checkouts must be com- 
pleted before the semester 
when they intend to graduate. 

Checkouts are completed 
by the dean of each college and 
must be done early so that stu- 
dents registering for one of the 
last semesters of their college 
career know what classes they 
have left to complete. 

Merrell Knighten, dean of 
the College of Liberal Arts, said 
he begins the checkout process 
about a year ahead of time, 

“I am already starting to 
work on the graduation check- 
outs for summer 2005 and fall 
2005. The ones for spring 2005 
have already been completed,” 
he said. “The students who are 
graduating in the spring 2005 
now know what they have to 
take in order to graduate.” 

Each department at the 
university basically has the 
same criteria their graduating 
seniors have to meet before 
they can graduate. The GPA is 


the only thing that varies 
slightly. 

Prospective graduates at 
LSUS have three different 
GPAs they must satisfy: the 
overall, the LSUS and the pro- 
gram of study GPAs. 

Students studying an edu- 
cation curriculum have slightly 
different requirements from 
others. They must also success- 
fully pass the Praxis tests. 

Other graduation obliga- 
tions for students include pur- 
chasing a cap and gown and 
paying a $30 diploma fee. Only 
the students who plan to walk 
at graduation must purchase a 
cap and gown, but everyone 
has to pay the fee. 

The graduation checkout 
process didn’t go very smooth- 
ly for some students this se- 
mester. Cyndi Olson, dean of 
science William Vekovius' sec- 
retary, said that at least 75 per- 
cent of the students in. her 
department had problems with 
graduating, because they did- 
n't receive instruction packets 
in the mail. 

“We try to make it as pain- 
less for the students as possi- 
ble,” said Olson. “The 
administration did work with 
the students and extended the 
deadline for when the fee was 
going to be due.” 


Tuition exemptions could generate 
ereater diversity among student body 


BY SABRINA NAUDIN 


The diversity of students 
attending LSUS might change 
by next fall. Gloria Raines, vice 
chancellor of student affairs, 
and the University of New Or- 
leans recently presented the 
LSU Board of Supervisors with 
a proposal that would grant 
out-of-state exemptions for dif- 
ferent states across the country. 

The proposal had been re- 
viewed and approved on Oct. 
29, enabling LSUS to exempt as 
many as 300 students from 
paying out-of-state tuition. 

Jennifer Carter, acting di- 
rector of admissions and 
records, said that the purpose 
of this proposal was not only to 
promote LSUS but also to pro- 
mote Shreveport as an active 
city and highlight the different 
possibilities available to stu- 
dents. 


Up until now, LSUS had an 
exemption area of only 60 
miles, consisting mainly of 
Arkansas and Texas because 
they are on Louisiana’s bor- 
ders. 

“We want more people 
coming to LSUS from out of 
state, but we want them to real- 
ize that there are many oppor- 
tunities for them, too,” said 
Carter. “LSUS has internships 
and options: that their state 
might not offer.” 

Raines said that even if stu- 
dents come from another state 
and are eligible for this exemp- 
tion, the LSU system has a very 
strict "non-resident" policy. 

“If you come from another 
state, and if you are interested 
in going to LSUS, you still have 
to live and work in the state of 
Louisiana for a whole year be- 
fore you can be considered a 
resident, and therefore, pay in- 


state tuition,” she said. 

The Admissions Office sent 
letters to counselors and princi- 
pals of the schools affected by 
the exemptions to inform them 
that the students have another 
option to choose from when 
they decide to go to college. 
The Admissions Office is creat- 
ing a brochure with more de- 
tails about the exemption. 

To apply for an exemption 
at LSUS, students must have an 
ACT score of at least 18 or a 2.5 
high school GPA. Next fall, the 
criteria will change to an ACT 
score of 20 or a 2.0 high school 
GPA. 

Other rules will apply to 
transfer and international stu- 
dents since each student's case 
is unique. 

“We are very pleased,” 
said Raines, “because we have 
wanted this for a number of 
years.” 
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continued from page 17 


of the options that are available 
as far as occupations. 

Research is important for 
students searching for informa- 
tion on the types of jobs avail- 
able, he said. The Career 
Center can help students with 
this researching process. 

The Career Center, located 
on the second floor of the Ad- 
ministration building, offers 
several services aimed at pro- 
viding students with an idea of 
the jobs available. 

The center also offers ré- 
sumé posting and résumé re- 
ferrals to employers. While 


Graduating in 


December?? 


The deadline for ordering 
your cap and gown is Nov. 30! 
Don’t miss out. 

Visit the bookstore for details. 


they are not a job placement 
service, they do offer job post- 
ings via their Web site at 
http://www.lsus.edu/career, 

The Career Center also of- 
fers résumé counseling, prac- 
tice interviews and can 
evaluate students about what is 
going right or wrong in their 
job searches. 

Seniors graduating in De- 
cember who have not begun 
their job search may be behind, 
but they are not hopeless. 

The Career Center is open 
to all LSUS Alumni and can be 
utilized by those graduating 
seniors even after they have re- 
ceived their diplomas and 
moved on from the university. 
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SGA debates problems with selection 
of Tech Fee Committee members 


Many students seem to have the same senti- 
ments about the issue. 


BY DERRICK MITCHAM 


The lack of student repre- 
sentation on the Technology 
Fee Committee has raised 
some issues amongst students 
on campus recently, as well as 
members of the SGA. At- 
tempts are currently being 
made to change the process 
through which students are 
selected to sit on the board. 

Currently Lacey Spencer 
and Terrance Neal, president 
and vice president of SGA, 
represent students on the 
Committee. Other students 
on the Committee are selected 
by the deans of the academic 
colleges. 

The problem this pres- 
ents is that students are ques- 
tioning whether there is a 
conflict of interest presented 
with the current setup. 


"I think that since it is the students’ money at 
issue, we should be allowed to choose who sits 
on the board,” said Nicole Jenkins, a junior busi- 


ness administration major. 


PURE ROAD TRIP. 


Scion’s “Pure Price” purchase experience means No haggle. No hassle. 
Vehicle starts well equipped. You can accessorize [or not]. Simple, straightforward menu pricing. 
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Price starting at 
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“| think that since it is 


the students’ money 
at issue, we should 


be allowed to choose 


who sits on the 


board.” 
-Nicole Jenkins 
junior, 


business administration 


xB 


“| don't think the deans of 
the colleges can adequately se- 
lect students for the Tech Fee 
Board,” said Kevin Brown, a 
sophomore business manage- 
ment major and SGA senator. 

Spencer believes that the 
selection process should be 
handled by the students, with 
SGA approving the final selec- 
tion. 

“This will ensure proper 
representation at the meet- 
ings,” said Spencer. 

SGA members feel that if 
the change is made, it could 
help students feel a little more 
comfortable to know that their 
voices are being heard through 
peers they have selected to 
represent them. 

SGA hopes that maybe 
then the students and faculty 


will be able to resolve some lingering issues con- 
cerning the technology fee and how its commit- 
tee members are selected. 
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Basketball fills void | H; 


of sports on campus 


BY KEMISHA WARE 


From relatively unknown 
to totally beloved, the 
Louisiana State University in 
Shreveport's basketball pro- 
gram has seen excitement for 
the sport grow in the local com- 
munity. 

Fans showed their support 
for the Pilots and Lady Pilots as 
they packed The Dock to wit- 
ness LSUS in basketball action 
Nov. 12. 

Before a crowded arena, 
both the men's and women's 
basketball teams kicked off 
their home seasons. The Ladies 
took on Paul Quinn College, 
and the men faced Southwest- 
ern Assemblies of God Univer- 
sity. 

Fans tailgated before the 
game and celebrated after- 
wards, as both teams were vic- 
torious. 

Because LSUS doesn't have 
a football program, there was 
an absence of fall sports on 
campus, but according to one 
fan, "the void has been filled." 

"We don't need a football 
team," said Kristina Nicholls, 
freshman biology major. "Bas- 
ketball is becoming a big thing 
around campus. I forgot all 
about football." 

It's only the start of the sea- 
son, but according to sopho- 
more Jason McKinney, who 
started his own_ basketball 
booster club, some fans are al- 
ready geared up for a winter 
spent indoors. 

"I've been waiting all se- 
mester for this," said McKin- 
ney. "I get tired of watching 
other teams play on ESPN. It's 
good to have a team that you 
can support in person. I'm go- 
ing to be at every home game 
all season long, especially if 
they are winning.” 

Both the men’s and 
women's team have winning 
records. 

The men are cruising 
through the season so far. As of 
Nov. 12, the team remains un- 
beaten, with their most recent 
home victory against SAGU. 

The Pilots handed the Li- 
ons a 105-91 loss. LSUS' shoot- 
ing guard Fredericko Payne, a 
2003-2004 GCAC first team All- 
Conference selection and last 
season's Newcomer of the Year, 
led the Pilots with 24 points. 
However, he did not lead all 


scorers. SAGU's Jason Johnson 
took that title, finishing with 36 
points. 

Payne, who finished last 
season as the leading scorer in 
the GCAC averaging 21.8 
points per game, has become 
one of the fans’ favorite play- 
ers. 

"He (Payne) is the best 
player we have," said McKin- 
ney. "I saw him play last year. It 
looks like he has only gotten 
better." 

The Pilots returned this 
season with all of last season's 
starters, including Derrick 
Rogers. 

Rogers added 21 points in 
the Pilots victory over SAGU. 

"With Fredericko, and the 
two Derricks (Rogers and Sow- 
ell), I think we are going to 
have a very good year,” said 
Nicholls. The LSUS Pilots were 
picked fourth in the Gulf Coast 
Athletic Conference preseason 
poll. 

The Lady Pilots started off 
the season with a close loss to 
Wiley College, but redeemed 
themselves from the 66-61 de- 
feat with their first home victo- 
ry, handing Paul Quinn College 
an 82-56 loss. 

Renalda Stafford led the Pi- 
lots and all scorers with 21 
points in the victory. The Gulf 
Coast Athletic Conference Pre- 
Season All Conference player, 
led the Lady Pilots in scoring 
with 13.6 ppg and assists with 
95 last season. 

The team was picked to fin- 
ish 8th in the GCAC preseason 
poll, but some fans think differ- 
ently. 

"Some people still think 
they are the same team they 
were last year," said Nicholls. 
"They are a better team and 
have added better players." 

Of the players added to the 
Lady Pilots roster is highly-re- 
cruited Kacie Cryer from 
Lafayette. 

The Lady Pilots ended last 
season with an 8-21 record but 
look to reverse that this season. 

It may be only the begin- 
ning of the season, but the fans 
prove to be ready for basket- 
ball. The LSUS men's and 
women's teams have woven 
into the public's conscious as 
more than just appetizers until 
baseball season. 
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sh school seniors get glimpse 


into college life at ‘Pilot Preview’ 


BY CHAUNTE ROBINSON — 


Prospective students from 
various high schools in the 
Ark-La-Tex and their families 
filled the University Center 
Nov. 12 for “Pilot Preview.” 
The students feasted on barbe- 
cue and met with members of 
the various student organiza- 
tions on campus while their 
parents listened to music from 
the jazz band. 

Students received a quick 
course about the history of 
LSUS, how to apply for admis- 
sions, scholarships and finan- 
cial aid as well as_ the 
opportunities that LSUS could 
offer them. Students also re- 


‘ceived a tour of the campus 


and free tickets to the basket- 
ball game. Faculty members at- 
tended Preview to greet 
students and inform them 


about the degree programs at 
LSUS. Activities for the 
evening included free food, 
wax hands, temporary tattoos 
and a create-your-own-CD. 
They also received free T-shirts. 

Charles Johnson, a senior 
at Byrd High School, said he is 
considering attending LSUS 
next fall. Johnson said he liked 
the campus and plans to major 
in computer science. 

Rhonda Gibbens, a senior 
at Pineville High School, said 
she is also considering attend- 
ing LSUS. Gibbens wants to be- 
come a counselor. 

“They said that they of- 
fered what I wanted, and I was 
glad,” said Gibbens. “Also, I 
want to attend a small school.” 

Andrenell Watley, LSUS 
admissions counselor, said she 
was very pleased with the 
turnout at Preview. 


“Most of the [attendants] 
are from Monroe, Marksville 
and Alexandria which are the 
areas that we are trying to 
reach out to,” said Watley. 

Tiffany Johnson, an LSUS 
admissions counselor, said she 
thinks this year's turnout was 
such a success because of the 
telecounselors and counselors 
who contacted interested stu- 
dents. 

In the past, open house at- 
tendance has been low, proba- 
bly because it was held on a 
Saturday or when students 
weren't on campus. By holding 
Preview on the same night as a 
basketball game and a student 
activities fair allowed the stu- 
dents to see college life in ac- 
tion. 

Next semester, Preview 
will coincide with Spring Fling. 
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BY ERIC PULSIFER 


To keep things safe and 
avoid superlatives, here's a 
handful of the year's BETTER 
albums. Not by any means the 
best, just better than most and 
likely to be absent from more 
decisive critics’ lists coming at 
the end of the year. Kept Mod- 
est Mouse and Bjork free for 
your reading pleasure. 


Midlake— 
“Bamnan and 
Silvercork” 


Straight out of Denton, 
Texas, the Psych-pop quintet's 
debut album sounds like a 
chilled-out version of the Flam- 
ing Lips. It's melancholy pop 
filled -with trembling organ and 
Beatles-influenced songwriting 
that's surprisingly warm and 


Holiday book drive to benefit 
children of Providence House 


mysteriously unacknowledged 
by listeners and critics alike. 


Naming their band with 
three exclamation points that 
have no particular pronuncia- 
tion (it may be pronounced 
Chk Chk Chk or any other per- 
cussive sound three times in a 
row) really tells you loads 
about the band before you even 
hear them, Another addition to 


this year's long list of punk 
dance music that oozes with 
style and attitude. Featuring 
the six-minute long "Pardon 
My Freedom"—undeniably one 
of the year's catchiest tracks to 
drop the f-bomb three or four 
dozen times. 


Sparta — 
“Porcelain” 


One of two groups formed 
from the ashes of legendary- 
rock group At the Drive-In— 
the other being the Mars Volta 
—Sparta's “Porcelain” is as 
strong an alternative rock al- 
bum as they come. Though 
some may quickly brush off 
Sparta as the lesser half of their 
former group, their straight- 
forward sophomore album 
proves Sparta has staying pow- 
er. 


Say Hi To Your 
Mom— 


”Numbers and 
Mumbles” 


Cutesy, soft-spoken indie 
rock from a kid and his com- 
puter in Brooklyn that focuses 
on serious issues like the awk- 


wardness of crushes and video. 


games. With song titles like "A 
Hit in Sweden" and “Your 
Brains vs. My Tractorbeam," 


Say Hi's second album doesn't 
take itself too seriously, but it is 
seriously one the best records 
I've heard all year. 


Handsome Boy 
Modeling 
School — 
“White People” 


Second rap album from 
duo of producers Prince Paul 
and Dan the Automator that- 
borrows a little bit from so 
many genres it would be im- 
possible to list them all here. 
Worth praise just for having the 
greatest list of guest artists ever 
on a rap CD, including Pharell, 
Cat Power, Jack Johnson, RZA, 
Mars Volta, De La Soul and 
more. And featuring members 
of Linkin Park, Franz Ferdi- 
nand, Mr. Bungle, the Gorillaz 
and Hall and Oates. 


By CHRIS GRAY 


This holiday season there will be 
numerous children in the area who will 
not recieve a Christmas gift because of 
lack of income or other family matters. 

Dr. Anne Torrans, a retired profes- 
sor of speech pathology and public 
speaking, wants to change that. Torrans 
started a book drive last year to benefit 
the children and youth at Providence 
House. 

Torrans got the idea for the drive 
from her young relatives. She would 
buy books for them that they already 
had, and instead of taking the books 
back to the bookstore, she would give 
them to charities, such as Providence 
House and the Salvation Army. 

When Torrans started the book 
drive at LSUS last year, she collected 
new books for 140 children at the house. 
So far this year, Torrans has collected 70 
or 80 books. 

The Debate Team is also donating 
clothes and plastic baby books for all 
the newborns and toddlers so they re- 
ceive a gift as well. 

"I love books,” said Torrans. “The 


smell and the feel are what I love, and I 
want the little ones to have that as well.” 

Most of the kids at Providence 
House have never had a new book, and 
Torrans hopes she will find enough 
books to change that this year. 

"l think every child needs a book in 
order to be at their best,” said Torrans. 

The Providence House is a place 
where those who need help can find sol- 
ace while trying to get back on their 
feet. Ninety-six percent of families who 
go through the house's program get off 
welfare, get jobs and keep their family 
together. 

Providence House tries to give the 
children of those individuals a decent 
Christmas by giving donated gifts to the 
children such as toys, board games and 
books. There are anywhere from 130- 
155 children ranging from newborns to 
teens who will need gifts this year. 

Book donations can be dropped off 
at the communications department of- 
fice from now until Dec. 5. They can be 
wrapped or unwrapped, and can be ac- 
companied by a greeting card. Torrans 
will decide which child gets which book 
based upon age and gender. 
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By JASON LIMERICK 


“Bridget Jones: 
the Edge of 
Reason” 


I'm a huge fan of the first 
“Bridget Jones” movie. It was 
definitely a chick flick but a 
chick flick of the highest order. 
Renee Zellweger gave one of 
her greatest performances in 
“Bridget.” She created a charac- 
ter every bit as flawed and si- 
multaneously adorable as Lucy 
Ricardo, while presenting a 
new kind of woman on film. 

I loved the first “Bridget” 
because she wasn't at all what I 
expected. She was chubby and 
clumsy and always screwing 
up but at the same time confi- 
dent and determined with a 


et 


Register for courses 


steady charm and quirky wit. 
She was real and believable, 
and so easy to fall in love with. 

I guess that's why I was so 
disappointed in this film. In 
the sequel, Bridget isn't the 
same. I mean, sure it’s Renee 
Zellweger, and sure she has the 
same accent, clumsiness, and 
short skirt, but it doesn't feel at 
all like Bridget. 

In fact, it feels almost like 
someone doing an awkward 
caricature of Bridget, and at 
times succeeding in the imita- 
tion—but often failing miser- 
ably. The whole film feels like 
some big, blurred copy of the 
first. 

Colin Firth and Hugh 
Grant give great performances, 
but there is little if no develop- 
ment—or point—to their char- 
acters. They are essentially the 
same as the first. Their argu- 
ments and even the little tussle 
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they have, seem to stick out in 
the film as kind of tacked on. 
As if someone sat down and 
said, "Oh wasn't it funny when 
they fought in the first one, let's 
do that again!" It is kind of cute 
to see Bridget and Mark as 
boyfriend and girlfriend, but 
that's hardly enough to carry 
the movie. 

Bridget's friends, who were 
funny and fresh in the first film, 
now come off as stereotypical 
and actually, quite annoying. 
Her parents seemed to have re- 
tained their ability to make me 
chuckle though, especially her 


depressed dad. 
Everything in this movie 
seems forced. It's almost 


painful to watch at times. The 
spontaneity and charm of the 
first film are purposefully at- 
tempted to be replicated in- 
stead of built upon, and I really 
hated that. The characters feel 
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like they're going backwards. 
Instead of the natural flowing 
progression of the first film, 
where the hilarity came from 
what felt like a quick peek into 
this amazing woman's life, this 
movie feels like all the players 
know you're watching and are 
trying desperately to entertain 
you with prat falls and canned 
laughs. It cheapened every- 
thing for me. 

Oh, and the whole Tai- 
wanese prison camp thing— 
you'll see what I'm talking 
about; I don't want to spoil it— 
that was just odd. It was 
straight out of left field, and it 
really just pulls you out of the 
narrative thread and leaves you 
scratching your head. It's the 
biggest on a list of grievances 
that I just don't have time to 
list. 

But don't get me wrong, 
this is not all bad. In fact, it is a 
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pretty fun popcorn flick, and I 
did find myself smiling quite a 
bit. I guess I'm ranting because 
this really wasn't a proper se- 
quel to a wonderful film. The 
first was kind of a classic, and 
this is just a watered-down- 
date movie. 

Overall, I'd recommend 
this flick to anyone who might 
have enjoyed the first, but I 
would warn to keep your ex- 
pectations frightfully low. 

I'd also recommend it as a 
good date flick. Or to any guy 
who needs to bite the bullet be- 
cause your girlfriend is starting 
to notice that the last four 
movies you've seen together 
have had at least two explo- 
sions per film. This is a chick 
flick you could sit through and 
still be entertained. 
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Calendar of Events 


Thursday, November 18 
SGA Meeting 
10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
LSUS Campus Kappas 
General Meeting 
10:30 a.m. - 11:10 a.m. 
BCM Prayer Group 
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
BCM’s Metro Bible Study 
8 p.m. - 10 p.m. 


Friday, November 19 
Debate Tournament 
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 p.m. 


Saturday, November 20 


5H 


"Editor's note; For entertainment 
only. Not to be taken seriously! 


#6) © | (March 21-April 19) 
Let others help you. 
Your day will be a 
lot easier if you do. 


=] Laurus 

| (April 20-May 20) 
Please take a break. 
You've been 
working much too 
hard lately. 


GAT. ? ' Gemini 
(May 21-June 21) 


today about where 
‘Le life is going. 


~ | (June 22- July 22) 
Y |Shake things up. Try 
some thing different. 


Debate 
Tournament 
9:30 a.m. - 


11:30 p.m. 


Monday, November 22 
BCM Freshmen Bible Study 


nd 23-Aug. 22) 
You need to lighten 
up. Remember to 
laugh a little. 


Virgo 
: (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
eae] Today is a wonder- 
| 7 |ful day. Nothing can 


put an end to your 
good mood. 


Bp, | Libra 
=| (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Family matters have 
gotten you down to- 


day. Listen to the advice of oth- 
ers. 


| (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Take the day off to- 


‘jday. Spend the en- 
ure day relaxing and avoiding 
responsibility. 


Sunday, 


November 21 
Phi Mu Meeting 


5 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Kappa Sigma Meeting 
5 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Panhellenic Meeting 
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Sigma Nu Meeting 
6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 


Zeta Tau Alpha Meeting 


5:30 - 10:30 p.m. 


7:30 p.m. - 9:30 pm. 


Ta; Sagittarius 
i \| (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 


—! great way to make 

new friends. 
Capricorn 

Se) (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
=> | Be careful how you 
spend your money. 
Think before you act. 
Aquarius 
A) (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
Use your creativity 
to help you today. 
Make an impression on others. 


Kee a Pisces 

= Sy | (Feb. 19-March 20) 
SY |Spend some time 
alone collecting 
your thoughts. 


Tuesday, November 23 
LAESP Club Meeting 
10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
Thankful Tuesday 
10:30 a.m. - 11:15 p.m. 
Chi Alpha Club Meeting 
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 


Wednesday, November 24 
Kiwanis Luncheon 
12 p.m. 
BCM Luncheon 
12 p.m. 


Thursday, November 25 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
BCM Prayer 
Group 
7 p.m. -8. 
p.m. 
BCM Metro 
Bible Study 
8 p.m. - 10 
p.m. 


make suggestions at 
www.lsus.edu/techfee/ 
forms.htm 
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